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Early Years Foundation Stage 
Curriculum Intent, Implementation and Impact 

Statements 
 

Our Curriculum Intent 

At Barlaston our Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum is carefully created, 
drawing on a range of different guidance and statutory documents including; 
Development Matters, Birth to 5, Early Years Statutory Framework, Deeply Christian 
Serving the Common Good and The Reading Framework.  

With the guidance from the above documents, skills and knowledge of our staff, Baseline 
data and the interests of every child in our Early Years family we offer an engaging, 
broad and balanced curriculum that has strong cross curricular links. This is rooted in a 
language rich approach to allow each child to develop skills and knowledge to flourish in 
all areas of learning. These skills and the knowledge will then be applied in a range of 
different context and further embedded during the rest of their school journey with us. 

Our curriculum design and delivery are continuously evolving to ensure the children are 
at the heart of everything we do. Recognising and valuing that all of our children have 
different prior knowledge/learning and skill sets so ensuring that our curriculum is 
accessible, inclusive and engaging for everyone. Parents/ guardians are also a 
fundamental part of our curriculum and ensuring that a strong home-school relationship 
is created and developed throughout their time in Early Years as soon as the children 
start our nursery/school.    

We also strive to provide a safe, nurturing and engaging environment for our children 
which is rooted in mutual respect, and upholds both Chirstian and British values. Allowing 
the children to observe excellent relationships and role models from the staff around 
them. By providing this the children then feel safe and secure to have the opportunity 
to develop their curiosity, follow their imaginations both through the provision and work 
they produce in all areas of learning.  

Becoming a well-rounded individual and having a sense of belonging and purpose within 
both the school and wider community is something we value greatly for every child in our 
Early Years family. We endeavour to achieve this for them through the in and out of 
school experiences we provide, including enrichment days, swimming, vocational talks 
from professionals and much more.  

By providing these opportunities for them we hope to inspire the next generation of 
learners, to ‘play and explore’, to do this through ‘active learning’ and ‘creating and 
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thinking critically’ which is what the Development Matters 2021 outlines to be the 
Characteristics of effective teaching and learning.  

Our Curriculum Implementation 

Our curriculum is designed to be delivered through a combination of child-choice and 
adult-led activities and challenges.  

In nursery, our 2-week rolling timetable is created and reviewed regularly to ensure that 
our children in Dormouse class are receiving all adult-led inputs and consequent group 
activities, as some of our children only attend on specific days.  

In Reception, a weekly timetable has been created to ensure the appropriate teacher-
led time has been given to Literacy, Maths, Reading Practice, Phonics and RE. Within this 
time subsequent group work takes place. This is to allow staff to assess each child’s 
understanding, provide tailored support to help each child make the best progress and 
meet individual targets set by both the staff and child. Furthermore, offering real time 
feedback to the children on how to move their learning forward also takes place, and how 
this can be achieved using the provision and access to resources available.  

Alongside this, the timetables for both our Early Years classes ensure the appropriate 
time is given to all other areas of learning within the curriculum, to allow the above 
activities/ feedback etc to take place but to ensure the children are given the 
opportunity to flourish and engage in all areas of the curriculum. These are taught and 
delivered through Circle Time, Early Years Worship, and through the engaging provision 
available to provide them with the opportunity to ‘have a go’ and ‘play and explore.’ This 
provision challenges children to achieve their full potential and transfer their skills and 
knowledge learned from teacher-led input into their long-term memory.    

All activities for both prime and specific areas of learning are carefully planned to take 
advantage of the facilities available to our children. Resulting in all inputs being engaging 
and ensuring children are involved and stimulated throughout with high levels of 
participation. Each area either implicitly or explicitly is revisited regularly to allow strong 
cognitive links to be made and skills to then be transferred into the children’s long-term 
memory, making these skills second nature, in turn, freeing up more space for new 
connections and skills to be developed.   

Regular meetings take place with the teachers within our Early Years Team to ensure the 
implementation of the curriculum is consistent, engaging and a clear pedagogic plan is 
being followed. All staff receive relevant training and regular internal moderation takes 
place through whole school tracking meetings.       

Training and meetings with Early Years Teaching Assistants take place to ensure that 
they have received all relevant training and are aware of developments or changes within 
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the department. This is to ensure they too can provide an outstanding and consistent 
approach to the delivery of our curriculum.  

Where necessary additional support may be called upon from SENCO or other 
professional bodies, such as Speech and Language the EY Forum to ensure we are 
offering the best and most tailored support for every child.  

Reading/phonics   

Reading is paramount to our curriculum and is valued greatly. Children are taught 
following the new validated phonics programme ‘Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
Revised’. This is to ensure high quality phonics is taught from nursery onwards. What’s 
more all staff within the department have received full training on this to ensure this 
high-quality teaching is delivered consistently throughout. To further embed this 
knowledge, engaging texts are used throughout our termly topics to allow each child the 
access to a range of texts and extensive vocabulary to further develop their learning 
and love of reading. 

Whole class reading practice takes place in nursery and continues into reception, this to 
expose all of our children to a rich bank of vocabulary, these sessions help the children 
to work on skills such as how to handle a book, what books are used for and to work on 
fundamental skills for reading including comprehension, inference, prediction etc.  

Additional reading practice takes place for children in reception to allow access to 
further engaging texts which the children can read and enjoy with their teachers, 
parents and independently throughout the week. These sessions focus on comprehension, 
fluency and prosody. Detailed plans outlining when each child should receive a specific 
book is followed across the whole school. Like in all other areas, any gaps in children’s 
learning are quickly identified through formative and summative assessment and relevant 
and timely interventions are put in place. To provide each child the best opportunity to 
meet the requirements of the Early Learning Goal (ELG). 

Maths    

In Early Years we adopt the Mastery approach, this is delivered to the children through 
‘Ten Town’ which is then used to create the strong cross curricular links and to embed 
maths and the associated skills into all areas of learning. The importance of good subject 
specific vocabulary is modelled throughout. Within Early Years we cover key mathematics 
skills including composition of numbers, calculation, shape and patterns to allow each child 
to meet the requirements of the ELG.  

Our children firstly learn through concrete objects to easily manipulate and visualise the 
concepts. The children are then exposed to pictorial representations to allow them to 
further develop their logical problem-solving skills. Finally, only when the children are 
secure in the previous two approaches would an abstract approach be developed. By using 
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this proven Concrete Pictorial Abstract (CPA) approach; ‘Ten Town’ and carefully planned 
and delivered lessons the children will gain a deep understanding of mathematical 
principles, knowledge, and skills which can then be further developed in different 
contexts through the provision available and input of staff to allow a strong foundation 
to be built upon during their time in KS1 and KS2. 

Inclusion and accessibility to our curriculum is fundamental in our Early Years 
department, all children learn together through a secure, safe and nurturing environment 
where they understand it is ok to make mistakes, take risks and try new things. However, 
we appreciate children all learn in different ways, and specific additional interventions 
are put in place were needed to support children to make the best progress they can or 
to support them if they are finding it difficult on how to move their learning on 
independently. Meetings will take place with the EY lead and teacher/ EY TA to discuss 
how to best support the child and the type of intervention to put in place to ensure the 
child is engaged and a consistent approach has been delivered.  

Some examples include: 

 Small group sensory stories  
 1:1 phonics or maths interventions 
 Time to talk  
 Social stories for vulnerable children 
 Physical development interventions 

 

Our Curriculum Impact 

As our children move from Nursery to Reception Class or leave Early Years we aim for 
all of them to be confident, happy and well-rounded individuals who have made excellent 
progress during their time in EY. We strive to create lasting relationships with them so 
they enjoy in sharing future successes with us in and around school.  

We measure the impact of our curriculum regularly through formative and summative 
assessments, these are based on the teacher and other staff’s knowledge and 
understanding of each child. Also taking into account the characterises of effective 
teaching and learning, which then ultimately helps staff to create an accurate and 
appropriate Early Years Foundation Stage Profile for each child, containing the outcome 
of each of the 17 ELGs. 

We aim to exceed the national average of children achieving ‘Good Level of Development’. 
What’s more strive for every child to make as much progress as possible from their 
starting point in the year. 
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2- year tracking grids are completed for the children to allow all staff to create a more 
holistic understanding of each child during their time in Early Years and to help to decide 
how to best support them. 

Data is internally moderated with staff, each area of learning is discussed with the 
subject lead to ensure the best and most relevant teaching has taken place or is set to 
take place throughout the year.  

Each year a specific Early Years School Development Plan is created outlining specifically 
how to best move the, teaching, learning and department as a whole forward. This is 
regularly monitored and evaluated by the EY lead and Head teacher.  

 


