
Barlaston C.E. (VC) First School

“Let Your Light Shine”

RE Policy

Our Mission Statement

“This school is a place of learning, friendship and fun, in a context of Christian values
and ethos.
Where each person is uniquely valued and their gifts and potential are nurtured and 
developed”

Equality Statement
The school is committed to providing the full range of opportunities for all pupils, 
regardless of gender, disability, ethnicity, social, cultural or religious background. All 
pupils have access to the curriculum, and the right to a learning environment, which 
dispels ignorance, prejudice or stereotyping. 

                                         Dyslexia Statement
To ensure that children on the dyslexic spectrum have equal opportunities and that
their diverse strengths are celebrated and built on. 

General Introduction
The school believes that religious education has a vital part to play in the education of
children. The subject is concerned with:

• developing knowledge, understanding and awareness of Christianity and other
            principal religions;

• fostering a sense of awe and wonder
• encouraging respect for those holding different beliefs;
• promoting spiritual, moral, cultural and mental development.
•

Religious education is an important school subject. It can make a substantial 
contribution to the general personal and social development of every child in line with
the overall aims of the school.
Religious education has a particular part to play in pupils' spiritual development. We 
see spiritual development in terms of pupils' capacity to reflect on fundamental 
aspects of life. This is not to be viewed too narrowly in terms of R.E. and Collective 
Worship; other subjects should also contribute to pupils’ spiritual development.
Religious education has a part to play in helping children to learn about the rich ethnic
and cultural diversity found in this country and the wider world. It is also a valuable 
means of exploring attitudes about the roles of women and men.
Religious education is not concerned with nurturing people in a particular faith.
Work in R.E. will contribute to the development of certain general study skills. The 
subject is particularly suitable as a vehicle for developing the skills of reading, 
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writing, speaking and listening. R.E. will involve intellectual challenge for both the 
most and the least able.
R.E. and Collective Worship are legally distinct. R.E. is an educational process, while
worship is an opportunity to take part in the affirmation and celebration of certain 
basic values. 

While recognising the separate nature of the two activities, teachers will, on occasion, 
draw upon work in R.E. as part of worship, and vice versa.

Aims
In this, as in all other subjects, pupils are entitled to a variety of learning experiences. 
This variety should include an emphasis on:

• understanding religious concepts such as spirituality, mystery, values and
             commitment;

• developing general study skills such as observation, analysis and 
investigation;

• developing sound attitudes such as sensitivity, empathy, reflection and 
response.

The school will respect the legal right of parents to withdraw their child from R.E. 
Parents should inform the headteacher if they wish to exercise this right. Alternative 
arrangements will be made to ensure the welfare of these children during the time 
when R.E. is taught. Religious education is about religious beliefs today and the 
challenges faced by all people, regardless of belief. Pupils are entitled to teaching 
that:

• stresses the link between content in religious education and the challenges of 
their everyday life;

• is inclusive, so that all can derive some understanding, irrespective of their 
own faith background;

• includes imaginative activities, such as story, drama and art;
• makes regular use of visits and visitors from local churches and other faith

            communities.

Planning
Throughout Key Stage 1 and 2, all pupils will have access to  study units found in the 
Staffordshire  Agreed Syllabus.
Medium term planning identifies not only the content to be covered, but also the 
knowledge, skills and attitudes that will be developed through a particular unit of 
work in religious education.
Children will have opportunities for learning in religious education both individually 
and through collaboration with others. When planning units teachers will identify 
particular technical terms and symbols to be covered.
Teachers will seek to deliver some cross-curricular themes through the subject. 
Religious education has a particularly important part to play in subjects such as 
Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education.
It is expected that all pupils will visit some local churches and other places of worship
during their time at school. The conduct of these trips will be in compliance with LA 
guidelines on school visits.
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Coverage of RE  and Other Religions Sept 2014-July 2015

Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2

Reception “I’m special”
 Friendship 
 Harvest

Nativity
Christmas

People who
help us 

God in 
nature
Jesus is 
special
Easter

Actions and 
gestures 
(symbols)

Homes are 
special places

Year1 Ourselves 
and our 
friends

Growing as 
a Christian

Special 
things

Christian 
praise nod 
prayer

God’s 
wonderful 
world, 
responding to 
nature

Church as a 
special place

Year2 Joseph Light The bible 
and our 
church as a 
special 
place

Exploring 
creation

People who 
helped Jesus

Special journeys

Year 3 and 4 Love and 
Friendship/ 
Parables 

Christmas 
customs 
around the 
world

Water Aid Easter 
traditions 
and rituals

Christian Aid. 
Denominations
of Christianity

Exploring faith 
through art

Whole school 
day

Eid Judaism Sikhism

 
Role of the Subject Leader
The R.E. subject leader is responsible for
¨ resources for learning;
¨ keeping up to date with initiatives;
¨ networking;
¨ monitoring planning;
¨ supporting teachers.
Any staff development needs relating to the teaching of religious education will be 
identified as part of the school improvement plan by the subject leader. This could 
involve:

• disseminating material from external courses;
• leading staff meetings and professional development days.
•

Resources
The school has a varied range of resources for R.E.,which are held centrally. These 
include DVDs, videos, information books and posters. There are also collections of 
religious artefacts from the major world faiths, appropriate editions of biblical stories 
and children's bibles.
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.
Equal Opportunities
At Barlaston  School we believe every child should have the opportunity to 
experience success in learning and achieve as high a standard as possible. We aim to 
provide effective learning opportunities for all pupils in this curriculum area and we 
recognise individual pupil’s learning needs.

Policy agreed

Reviewed July 2015
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