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Our Mission Statement 

“This school is a place of learning, friendship and fun, in a 

context of Christian values and ethos. 

Where each person is uniquely valued and their gifts and potential are  

nurtured and developed” 

 

Our School Ethos 

“Let Your Light Shine” 

Matthew 5:16 

 

School Aims 

Our Recipes for a Happy, Successful School 

At Barlaston First School, we believe we have the recipe that promotes posi-

tive attitudes and values that are the key to a happy and successful school. 

Into the mixing bowl add 

 Adults to give lots of praise, encouragement and respect to all our 

children, developing our school ethos of “Let Your Light Shine” 

 Children who are developing a love of learning through a grow-

ing 

and continually developing creative curriculum 

 Happy children who enjoy school and who become involved and 

interested in the range of activities the school provides 

 good behaviour around the school and politeness to others 

 respect for their own property and that of others 

 contribution to the growth of the community 

 Add an abundance of fun, laughter and friendship 

 

Mix all of the above together. 

The combination of happy children and happy staff creates a positive 

learning environment, where all feel happy to be part of this harmonious 

school family at Barlaston. 

 

Ofsted Report 2014 

 

“This is a good school” 

 

“All pupils, regardless of 

their background, age or 

ability, achieve well with-

in the school’s warm and 

purposeful atmosphere” 

 

“Pupils thoroughly enjoy 

learning because the rich 

curriculum stimulates 

their interest” 

 

“Pupils are kind, polite 

and courteous and behave 

well in and out of lessons. 

They have a good attitude 

to learning” 

 

 

“The headteacher, fully 

supported by the senior 

staff, sets high standards 

and expects them to be 

met, so that staff morale 

is high and staff  are 

proud to work in the 

school” 
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Pastoral Care 

For children to thrive and learn they need to feel happy, secure and listened to 

in their school environment. 

Our school prides itself on having a caring and supportive approach where eve-

ry child matters, and we strive to meet the pastoral and academic needs of all, 

through praise, encouragement and support. 

The most important person in your child’s school is their class teacher who 

gets to know each child very well. Informing the teacher of any changes in 

home circumstances will enable us to support your child during difficult or sad 

occasions. 

Our School Creed 

This is our school, 

Peace lives here. 

The rooms are full of happiness. 

Love is all around. 

We love all people, and care for them. 

We love living, learning and playing together. 

We remember 

That as many hands build a house, 

So many hearts make a school. 

Care of Each Other 

We aim for our children to be self disciplined and understand the need for self 

control. They are taught to work and play cooperatively with other children 

The children agreed the following school rules: 

 Never bully other children or interfere with their work or property 

 Take care of the school building and property 

 Treat other children and adults with respect 

 Move around the school in an orderly way 

 

Our Behaviour and Combating Bullying Policies offer a range of rewards and 

sanctions designed to be sensible and fair in reinforcing these rules. 

 

The support of parents in maintaining discipline is invaluable and if a child 

persistently misbehaves, parents are invited in to discuss the problem with a 

view to working together with the school to reach a solution 

 

“Governors know the 

school well and are  

vigorous and effective” 

 

 

 

 

“Relationships between 

pupils and teachers are 

strong” 

 

 

“Because of the positive 

atmosphere that perme-

ates the school, pupils try 

hard and grow in confi-

dence” 

 

 

“The school’s work in 

keeping pupils safe and 

secure is good” 
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Outdoor Learning and Facilities at Barlaston First School 

“We do some lessons outside in our solar dome; learning is fun, especially outdoors!”  Year 4 pupil 

Research shows that children learn best when they have hands on experience in their learning. The environment in 

which the learning takes place is vital as well. Therefore, at Barlaston First School we are developing outdoor learn-

ing through making use of our new facilities, and our existing ones too.  

In the summer and early autumn of 2013, we enhanced our outdoor environment by the building of a spiritual  

garden and the construction of an outdoor classroom, our solar dome. 

The solar dome has really enhanced the learning in our school, the children love being outdoors and using the dome 

as a base from which to work. Not only is it used for whole class activities e.g., circle time, but it is used by interven-

tion groups, and small groups completing outdoor tasks. 

The PTA, along with a local company, funded the purchase of outdoor clothing, which enables us to use the dome and 

outdoors whatever the weather. The dome at our school is unique to the cluster and pyramid, and attracts visitors from 

other schools to come and see its value and see the children at work. A huge asset to our school. 

The parents, PTA, governors, grandparents and friends worked together one Saturday morning last July to construct 

our spiritual garden, another asset to our outdoors. This is used at playtimes as a  
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quiet place to sit, and during lesson times as well. The children show great respect for our outdoor learning environ-

ments and always take care when using them, and encourage others to do so too. 

Many lessons take place outdoors ranging from science, maths, art, design and technology, geography and PE to 

name but a few. With the Downs Banks on our doorstep, we are blessed with a perfect environment to bring learn-

ing alive for our children. 

For more information about our school, please contact the head teacher, Mrs Clarey 01782 372543. 
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Parents and School Working in Partnership  

We believe that a good partnership between parents and teachers is vital for the 

education of our children. 

We stress that, should you have any worries or concerns, however small  they 

may seem, that you talk to your child’s teacher or the Headteacher, to help re-

assure you, or sort out any problems. Our door is always open for you to call 

in. 

This partnership is developed through the following ways: 

 

 On entry to the school a home-school agreement is signed which  

 details the responsibilities for pupil, parent and school 

 The opportunity to meet your child’s teacher three times a year at  

 parents consultation evenings 

 Receiving a full written report on their progress at the end of the  

 school year. 

 Be invited to various events, both formal and informal, educational and 

otherwise designed to bring together the school community 

 Have access, should the need arise, to teachers either personally  

 or via the telephone to discuss individual concerns 

 An open invitation to join our school celebration worship every  

 Friday morning 

 Receive weekly newsletter, during term time 

 

All parents are automatically members of the Barlaston Parent  Teacher Asso-

ciation, a registered charitable organisation, which  supports the school in a 

variety of ways. 

 

Out of School Care  

IMPS Childcare Nurseries provide out of school care, bringing the  children 

into school in the morning, and an after school club that  runs at school every 

night 

 

“Effective teaching ab-

sorbs, interests and moti-

vates” 

 

 

“Different groups of pu-

pils, including boys and 

girls, and pupils of differ-

ent abilities, all achieve 

well because their progress 

is closely monitored” 

 

 

 

“Progress across different 

year groups and in differ-

ent subjects is consistently 

strong” 

 

“Parents and carers are 

confident that their chil-

dren are looked after well 

and safe in school” 

 

“Pupils have good  

spiritual, social, moral and  

cultural development” 
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Creative Curriculum  

We are continually reviewing our creative curriculum to ensure we  meet the 

needs of our children and adapt our topics accordingly. We have an extensive 

outdoor play area used by our reception children attached to their classroom, 

and a creative curriculum which addresses all the areas of the Early Years 

Foundation Stage Curriculum. Our Key Stage One class (children ages 5,6 and 

7) follow a curriculum based on half termly topics that covers all subjects, as 

well as daily literacy and mathematics lessons. Our Key Stage Two class fol-

low a curriculum based on topics, but these change termly, allowing our older 

children to develop topic ideas more fully, and again have daily literacy and 

mathematics lesson. 

ICT skills play an important part in our curriculum and all classrooms have 

computers to enhance learning and to develop these essential life skills. We 

also have a laptop trolley that is transported around the classrooms, enabling 

ICT to be use more thoroughly in all lessons. 

Interactive whiteboards provide opportunities for proactive learning and teach-

ing, and broadband access in all classrooms enables the children to carry out 

research quickly and effectively. 

Children enjoy making music with both voices and instruments. Children regu-

larly perform in the church, and in our productions at school. The older chil-

dren learn to play the recorder and are able to have violin lessons during 

school time. 

The school aims to promote the development of physical skills and an aware-

ness of the importance of healthy eating and active life. A well equipped hall 

encourages children to work in exciting ways. Children have access to age ap-

propriate adventure playgrounds. 

A large playing field supports sports, orienteering, art, science and geography 

activities. 

Through our enriched curriculum approach we have themed days either for 

individual classes or as a whole school and focus on important fundraising 

events eg Children in Need. 

The curriculum is enhanced by the school’s garden that is used for the devel-

opment of many subjects. The garden has raised beds that are used by each 

class to grow vegetables and flowers that are exhibited at the annual village 

show. A weekly gardening club run for the older children ensures the garden is 

well maintained and plants/flowers are cared for. 

French is taught in all classes 

 

 

What Our Parents Say 

 

“Thank you so much for 

everything that you have 

done to make  our child’s 

time here so wonderful. He 

absolutely loves this 

school and we’re so grate-

ful that he’s leaving with a 

bucketful of memories. 

You’re a fantastic team 

and he will really miss you 

all” 

 

 

“The children are a credit 

to you behaving correctly 

when out and about. This 

proves as a school and 

teachers you are doing a 

great job. I know you will 

keep the good work going” 

 

 

 

“My son loves coming to 

school and is always want-

ing to learn new things, 

and this I put down to your 

teaching” 
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Extra Curriculum Activities 

 

We believe children gain tremendous benefits from participating in extra – 

curricular activities. So we offer: 

 

 Gardening 

 Football 

 Bucketball 

 Active Sports 

 Christianity Club 

 Gymnastics 

 Lego club 

 School Council 

 Computer Club 

 Keyboards 

 Art Club 

 Cooking club 

Homework 

 

Homework is an essential part of learning. All children benefit from the rein-

forcement working individually with parents can bring. It is a time to share, 

encourage and support your child’s development. 

 

All children complete a weekly learning log that is open ended and may be a 

question based on their topic. We encourage the pupils to research their an-

swers, draw pictures and construct sentences to complete their task. The pupils 

take great pride in their work and enjoy sharing their learning logs with each 

other. Spellings are also sent home weekly and we encourage children to read 

at home as much as possible 

 

What Our Children 

Say About Their 

School 

 

“I love football, and all 

the after school 

clubs” (Yr3 child) 

 

“I just love learning 

new things  and  fun  

lessons” (Yr2 child) 

 

“I  like  playing  with  

my friends and when 

we made gingerbread 

men” (Reception child) 

 

“I love the fun lessons 

and workshops we 

have” (Yr 4 child) 

 

There is lots to smile at 

in school” (Yr 2 child) 

 

If I am worried I tell 

my teachers, they sort it 

out” (Yr 2 child) 
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Breakfast Club 

We run our own breakfast club every morning from 7.45-8.45 am. The club is 

run by two members of staff and operates Monday- Friday throughout the 

school term. Children are offered cereals, toast and drinks and have an oppor-

tunity to take part in quiet activities after breakfast such as playing board 

games and colouring. 

For more information about the cost of the breakfast club, please contact the 

school office. 

 

 

After School Care 

After school care is run by Meaford Nursery and will soon be based in our 

school hall. After school care is provided from 3.30-6.00pm. For more infor-

mation please contact Meaford Nursery on 01785 812578 
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 School Uniform 

All our pupils wear their uniform with pride, enjoying the sense of community 

spirit it fosters, This has a good effect on the individual and on school life in 

general. Items can be obtained from any supplier except the sweatshirt and po-

lo shirt with the school logo which can be purchased from school. Full details 

are provided to parents of children joining the school. 

Admissions 

The school has a planned admission number of 24 and is able to offer this 

number of places. If the number of applications for admissions exceed 24 then 

the following order of priority will be used to allocate places: 

 Relevant looked after children 

 Pupils living within the catchment area of the school 

Pupils who have an older brother or sister in attendance at the school and who 

will still be attending the school when the younger child is admitted 

Pupils who satisfy both the following tests: 

 Test 1: They are distinguished from the great majority of other applicants 

either on medical grounds or by other exceptional circumstances 

 Medical grounds must be supported by a medical report, (obtained by the 

parents). It must clearly justify, for health reasons only, if it is better for 

the child to attend the preferred school rather than any other school. 

 Exceptional circumstances must relate to the choice of school; i.e. the 

circumstances of the child not the economic or social circumstances of 

the parents 

 Test 2: They would suffer undue hardship if they were unable to attend 

the school. 

 Other pupils arranged in order of priority according to how near their 

home addresses are to the school. This is measured by the shortest walk-

ing route. (Distance will be determined by the use of a computerized GIS 

system) 

 If your application is unsuccessful you have the right to make an appeal 

to an Independent Appeals Panel, details are available from the LEA 

You are more than welcome to book an appointment and look around our school. The 

pupils and staff are very proud of our achievements and would like to share them with 

you.  

 

We look forward to welcoming you 
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